
 We are back into full swing from the 
holiday season with quality learning occurring 
in all of our classrooms.       

How can families encourage literacy and 
reading outside of school time?   

• Read to your children every day.   

• Have a set time to read that you follow 
every day so it becomes part of your 
child’s routine.   

• Once you start reading, stop now and 
then and ask your child questions about 
what was just read, ask their opinions and 
why they feel that way, ask them what 
they think may happen next etc.  
Engaging in questions and talking about 
what is being read is a great way to 
encourage deeper levels of thinking and 
understanding. 

 

 Calling all future Panthers!!!  
Kindergarten registration is February 6-
10, 2023.  Please see the information on 
the next page.   

 

OVS will be acknowledging Pink Shirt Day with 
activities and lessons in April for International 
Day of Pink at the same time as other Portage la 
Prairie School Division schools. We acknowledge 
that it is also Pink Shirt Day in February and 
people would like to wear pink. It is a good 
reminder to have discussions in the classrooms and 
with your children at home throughout the year 
creating awareness to promote kindness and stop 
bullying.   

Online safety and Responsibility 
Social media (Instagram, Tik Tok, Snapchat, etc.) 
is a mainstay in our society now and for many 
children this is no exception.  Unfortunately, some 
people can be alarmingly cruel and hurtful to-
wards others while using social media.  Please 
speak regularly with your children who have been 
given phones or have access to social media plat-
forms about what is right and not right when us-
ing social media.  Parents are encouraged to be on 
top of what platforms their children are using 
and how they are using them.   
 
We can all play a part in ensuring that we have a 
community that is kind, tolerant and respectful.  
How we behave and act on social media is im-
portant.  Let’s continue to work together to set 
good examples and teach our children the appro-
priate way to behave when using social media. 

 

OVS is a nut 

safe school—

please do not 

send nuts or 

food items that 

may have nut 

products to 

school 



 

 

Oakville School is taking online 
registrations for Kindergarten in 
September 2023 between February 6-
10th. We are accepting registrations for 
children born in 2018, and living in our 
catchment area. You may register your 
child online by going to the OVS or school 
division website.  Please share this 
information with friends and families 
within our community.  Please call us if 
you have any questions at 204.267.2733. 
Early registrations greatly help us 
prepare for the fall. 

 

 

All of February—Black History 
Month (see attachment) 

All of February—I Love to 
Read Month (see attachment) 

February 6-10—Kindergarten 
registration online 

February 8—Parent Advisory 
Council meeting @ 6:30 

February 17– Divisional PD-no 
classes 

February 20—Louis Riel Day—
no classes 

February 21 & 24—Story 
Sticks 

March 6—Admin. day —no 
classes 

March 24-30—Quebec trip 

March 27—March 31—
Spring Break—no classes 

April 3—Classes resume 

April 7—Good Friday—no 
classes 

April 20—5:00-8:00 

Student Led Conferences  

April 21—10:00-12:30 Student 
Led conferences—no classes 

April 24—K-12 PD Day-no 
classes 

 

 







The 2023 OVS Quebec Trip is almost upon us!  We will be leaving on 
Friday, March 24th and be back in Manitoba by Thursday, March 
30th.  We are looking forward to our students gaining some life-
long memories of learning and experiencing a different part of 
Canada.  







OVS was thrilled to welcome 
author David A. 

Robertson. 



 

 

 

 

Our time with David A. Robertson was a wonderful day and a half that had all of our 
students in K-8 thinking about reading and writing at their various levels. Grades K-3 
had an opportunity to listen to David read his stories and talk about the writing and 
publishing process. Our students had insightful questions that led to great conversa-
tions.  
Our grade 4-8’s listened to David talk about the writing and editing processes.  We also 
learned about his perspective of Truth and Reconciliation including what we can do to 
have that conversation in our own lives as Oakville citizens.  

David discussed different ways of reconciliation such as getting to know people without 
judgement, being kind and, of course, the Golden Rule : treat others like you want to be 
treated. 
Our grade 4-8’s worked on a Land Acknowledgment assignment that had them re-
searching past Indigenous groups that lived here, what gifts the earth gives them such as 
skating on the river or camping with their family. Students were asked to think about 
what they can do as a steward of the earth.   
David taught us that personalizing a Land Acknowledgment is a step in the right direc-
tion and when David returned we shared our Land Acknowledgements.  
Students in grade 6 had a great time getting to talk to David about his novel The Bar-
ren Grounds, the story around the Misew Saga & his writing process for these books! The 
students even found out part 4-6 will be written & published! It doesn’t stop at part 1-
3.   
Our time with David connected with many ELA & Social Studies outcomes for all grades. 
It also allowed our students a chance to meet an award winning Manitoba author that 
is changing the face of publishing for Indigenous people and their storytelling.   
It was a great experience for all students & we look forward to continuing the discussing 
around the writing process and Truth & Reconciliation.   

 

 

 

 

On January 17 & 19, OVS Welcomed Award  

Winning Author, David A. Robertson. 






